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LETTER 


TO A 


Diſlenter. &c. 


STIR, 
\ Ince Addreſſes are in faſhion, give me leaye to make one to you. 
This is neither the Effect of Fear, Intereſt, or Reſentment ; 
therefore you may be ſure it is ſincere: and for that reaſon ic 
may expect to be kindly received. Whether it will have power 
enough to Convince, dependeth upon the Reaſons, of which 
- ou are to judgez and upon your preparation of Mind, to be:perſwaded. 
by Truth, whenever it appeareth to you. It ought not to be the leſs 
welcom, for coming from a friendly hand, one whoſe kindneſs to you is 
' not leſſened by difference of Opinion, and who will not let his thoughts 
| for the Publick be ſotyed or confined to this or that Sub-divifion of Pro- 
| teſtants, as to Rifle the Charity, which beſides. all other Arguments, is 
| at-this time become neceſlary to preſerve us. 
I atn neither ſurprized nor provoked, to ſee that in the condition you 
| were put into by the Laws, and the ill circumſtances you lay under,by ha- 
ving the Excluſion and Rebellion laid to your Charge, you were deſi-/ 
| rous to make your ſelves leſs uneafie and obnoxiops to Authority, Men 
| who are ſore,- run to the neareſt Remedy with too much haſte, to con- 
ſider all the conſequences : Grains of allowance are to be given, where 
Nature giveth ſuch ſtrong Influences. When to-men under Sufterings it 
off:reth Eaſe, the preſen: Pain will hardly allow time to examine the Re- 
medies; and the ſtrongeſt Reaſon can hardly gain a fair Audience from 
. our Mind, whilſt fo poſſeſſed, till the ſmart is a little allayed. 
I do not know whether the Warnith that naturally belongeth to new 
Friendſhips, may not make it a harder Task for me to perſwade you. It 
is like telling Lovers, in the beginning of their Joys, that they will in a 
little time have an end. Snch an unwelcome Style doth not eaſily find 
credit: but | will ſuppoſe you are not ſo far gone in- your new Paſſjor, 
| but that you will hear ſtill; and therefore 1 am.under the leſs diſcoyrage- 


ment, whea 1 offer to your conſideration two things. The #/ is, the 
A: 2 caufe , 


_cauſe you have to ſuſpect your-new Friends. The ſecond, the Daty in- 

' cuaben. ruſtiarzty and Prudence, not to hazard the 
Publick Safety, neither by dehre of Eaſe, nor of Revenge. * 

To the firſ:Conſider that notwichſtanding the ſpooth Larguage which 

is. now put 0n.t0. engage ? theſe new Friends did Jt mak« you their 

. heir firſt Couurtſhips 


*Choice, but ther Refug hey have'ever made t 
to the Church of England, aff when they my there, they made 
The Inſtances of this;might 


heir Applicktief#co you intfte ſecond pla 
be given in all times. Ido not repeat them, becauſe whatſoever is unne- 
ceſlary, mult be tedious, the rhe Cf is Aſlertion being ſo plain, as not 
to admit a Diſpute., You cannot therefore reaſbnably flatter your ſelves, 
that there's any Inclination to you. They never pretended to allow you 
any Quarter, but to uſhef in Liberty for themſelves nnder that helreh, [ 
refer you to Mr, Colemar*s Letters, and to the Fournals of Parkiamnt , 
where you may be convinced,if you can be ſo miſtaken, as to daubt ; nay, 
at. this very hour, they can hardly forbear, in the height of their Court- 
ſhip, to let fall hard words of you. So little is Nature to be reſtrained; 
it will ſtart out ſometimes, diſdaining to ſubmit to the Uſurpation/of 
Art and Intereſt. =. a 

This Alliance, between Liberty and infallibility, is bringin Pgcther 
the Two. moſt contrary-things that are in the World. The Churchiof 
Kome doth ' not. onely diſlike the allowing Liberty, bot by itsPrinciples 
it cannot do it, Wine is not more expreſly forbidden to 'the /aho- 
metans, then giving Hereticks Liberty is to Papiſts: They” are no 
more able to make-good their Vows to- you, then Men married be- 
fore, and their Wife alive, can confirm their Contraft with another, 
The continuance of their kindneſs, 'would be a habit of Sin, of which 
they are to repent, and their Abſolution is to be had upon no other 
terms, than their Promiſe to deſtroy yon. You are therefore to'be hug- 
ged now, onely that you may be the better ſqueezed at another time. 
There muſt be ſomething Extraordinary, when the Church of ' Kome 
ſetteth up Bills, and offereth Plaiſters, for tender Conſciences; By 
all that hath hitherto appeared, her skill in Chirurgery lyerh chicfly 
in a quick Hand, to cut off Limbs; but ſhe is the worſt at Healing,, of 
any that ever pretended to It. 

To come fo quick from another extream, is ſuch an unnatural mo- 
tion, that you ought to be upon your Guard; the other day you 
were Sons of Belial, Now, you are Angels of Light. This is a'violent 
change, and it will be fit for you to pauſe upon it, before you believe 

"it: If your features are not altered, neither is their Opinion of you, 
whatever may be pretended. Do you believe leſs than you did, that 
there is Idolatry in the Church of Rome ? ſure you do not. See then, 
how they treat both in Words and Writing, thoſe who entertain that 
Opinion. Conclude from hence, how inconſiſtent their favour is with 

this fiogle Article, except they give you a Diſpenſation for this = 
an 


, 


| (3) 

and by a Non Obſtante,ſecure you that they will not think the worſe of you. 

Think a little how dangerous it is to build upon a Foundation of 
Paradoxes, Popery now is the only friend to Liberty, and the. known 
enemy to Perſecution : The men of Taunton and Tiverton, are above 
all other eminent for Loyalty. The Quakers from being declared 
by the Papiſts not to be Chriſtians, are now made Favourites, and 
taken into their. particular Protection; they are on a ſudden grown 


.the molt Accompliſhed men of the Kingdom, in good Breeding, and 


give Thanks with the beſt Grate, in double rehned Language. So 
that | ſhould not wonder, though a man of that Perſw aſion, in ſpite 
of his Hat, ſhould be Maſter of the Ceremonies. Not to ſay harſh- 
er words, theſe are fuch very new things, that it is impollible not to 
ſuſpend our belief, till by a little more Experience we may be inform'd 
whether they are Realities or Apparitions: Wehave been under ſhame- 
ful miſtakes, if theſe Opinions are-true z but for the preſent, we are apt 
to be incredulous ; except we could be convinced, that the Prieſts words 
in this Caſe too, are able to make- ſuch a ſudden, and effetual change z 
and that their Power is not limited to the Sacrament, but that it exten- 
deth to alter the nature of all other things,as often as they are ſo diſpoſed. 

Ler-me now ſpeak of the Inſtruments of -your Friendſhip, and then 
leave you to judge, whether they do-not afford matter of Suſpition. . No 
Sharpneſs is to be mingled where Healing only is intended; fo nothing 
will be ſaid to expoſe particular men, how ſtrong ſoever the Temptatt- 
on may be, or how clear the Proofs to make it out. A word or two in 
general, for your better caution, ſhall ſuffice : Suppoſe then, for Argu- 
ment*s ſake, that the Mediators of this new Alliance, ſhould be ſuch as 
have been'formerly imployed in Treaties of the ſame kind, and there 
detected to have Acted by Order, and to have been Impowered to give 
Encouragements and Rewards. Would not this be an Argument to ſuſ- 
pet them ? 

If they ſhould plainly be under Engagements to one fide, their Argu- 
ments to the other,ought to be received accordingly ; their fair Pretences 
are to be looked upon as part of their Commifhion, which may not im- 

robably give them a Diſpenſation in the caſe of Truth, when it may 
bring a prejudice upon the Service of thoſe by whom they are imployed. 

If there ſhauld be men who having formerly had Means and Authori- 
ty to perſwade by Secular Arguments, have in purſuance of that Power, 
ſprinkled Money amongſt the Diſſenting Miniſters; and if thoſe very 
men ſhould now have the ſame Authority, practice the ſame Methods, 
and Disburſe, where they cannot otherwiſe perſwade: It ſeemeth'to 
me to be rather an Evidence than a Preſumption of the Deceit. 

" If there ſhould be Miniſters among you, who by having fallen under 
Temptations of this kind, are in ſome ſort engaged to continue their 
Frailty, by the awe they are in leſt it ſhould be ſed : The,qper- 
ſwaſions of theſe unfortunate men mult ſure have the lefs force, and their 
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though never ſo ſpecious, are to be ſuſpetted, when they 


come from men who have Mortgaged themſelves to ſevere Creditors. 


that expect a A—— obſervatiog of the Contratt, let it be never 6. 
unwarrantable. SF 

If theſe, or any others, ſhould at this time preach up Anger and 
Vengeance againſt the Church of Englavd; may it not without. Inju, 
ſtice be ſuſpeCted,- that s thing fo plainly out © ſeaſon, ſpringeth_ ra- 
ther from Corruption than Miſtake z, and that thoſe who att this Cho- 
lerick part, do not believe themſelves, but only purſue higher Dire- 
tions, endeavour to make good that part of their Contraft which. 
obligeth them, upon a Forfeiture, to make uſe of their inflamtng Elo- 
quence ? They might apprehend their Wages would be retrenched if 
they ſhould be Moderate : And therefore whilſt Violence is their Intereſt, 
thoſe who have not the ſame Arguments, have no reaſon to follow ſuch 


a Partial Example. ®-21-\ 
If there ſhould be men who by the load of their Crimes againſt the 


- Government, have been bowed down to comply with it againſt their Con- 


ſcience ; whoby incurring the want of a Pardon, have drawn _ them- 
felves the neceſlity of an intire Reſignation : Such men are to be lamen- 


ted, but not to be believed. Nay, they themſelves, -when they have 


diſcharged their .Unwelcome Task, will be inwardly glad that their 
forced Endeavours do not ſucceed, and are pleaſed when men reſiſt their 
Inſinuations; which are far from being Voluntary or Sincere, but are- 
Squeezed out of them bythe weight of their being ſo Obnoxious. 

If in the height of this great dearneſs by comparing things, it ſhould: 
happen, that at this inſtanf, there is much a furer Friendſbip with thoſe- 
who are ſo far from allowing Liberty,that they allow no Living to a Pro- 
teſtant under them. Let the Scene lic in what part of the World it will, 
the Argument will come home, and ſure « wilbafford ſufficient ground 
to ſuſpett. Apparent ContradiCtions mult ſtrike us; neither Nature nor 
Reaſon can digeſt them : Self-Flattery, and the deſire to.Deceive our 


, elves, to gratifie a preſent Appetite , with all their Power, which is- 


Great, cannot get the better of fuch broad Conviction, as ſome things 
carry along with them. Will you call theſe vain and empty Suſpicions * 
have you been at all times fo void of Fears and Jealoukes as to juſtifie- 
your being ſo nnreiſonably Valiant in having none upon this occaſion ? 
Such an extraordinary Courage at this unfeaſonable time, to ſay no- 
more, is too dangerous a Vertue ta be commended. 

If then for theſe and a thouſand other Reaſons.there is cauſe to ſuſpect, 
fire your new Friends arenot to Ditate to you,or adviſe you;for inſtance, 
The Addreſſes that fty abroad every Week;and Murther us with avother to- 
the ſame ; the firſt Draughts are made by thoſe who are not very proper to 
be Secretaries:to the-Proteſtant Religion ; and it is. your part onely to 
Write them aut fairer agaia. Strange | that youw-who haze been formerly 
ſo much againſt Ser Foryrs, ſhould now be content the Prieſts houldIndite 


| for you. The nature of Thanks is an unavoidable ag: * 
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was ever Thankful becauſe he was bid to be ſo, but becauſe he had, or 
thought he had ſome Reaſon for it.lf then there is cauſe in this Caſe to pay 
ſuchextravagant Acknowledgments, they will flow naturally, wichoor 
taking fuch pains to procure them, and it is unkindly done to Tire all the 
Poſt-Horſes with carrying Circular Letters to follicit that which would 
be done without any or conſtraint: If it is really in it ſelf ſuch 
a Fayour, what needeth fo much preſſing men to be Thankful, and 
with ſuch eager circumſtances, that where Perſwaſions cannot delude, - 
Threatnings are employed to fright them into a Compliance ? Thanks 
muſt be voluntary, not only unconſtrained , but unſolicited, elſe they 
are either Trifles or Snares, they either ſignifie nothing, or a, gteat 
deal more than is intended by thoſe that give them. If an inference 
ſhould be made, That whoſoever Thanketh the King for his Decla- 
ration, is by that engaged to Juſtifie it in point of Law; it is a 
reater ſtride than, I preſume, all thoſe care t@ make who are per- 
waded to Addreſs : 1f it ſhall be ſuppoſed , that all the Thankers 
will be Repealers of the TEST, when ever a Parkament ſhall ' Meet. 
Such an Expetatiop is better prevented before , than diſappointed af- 
terwards; and the ſureſt way to avoid the lying under ſuch a Scandal, 
is not to do any thing that may give a colour to the Miſtake : Theſe 
Beſpoken Thanks are little leſs improper than Love Letters that were 
Sollicited by the Lady to whom they are to be Directed : ſo, that beſides 
the little ground there is to give them, the manner of getting them, doth 
extreamly leſſen their Value. It might be wiſhed that you would have 
Rp your impatience, and have been content for the ſake of 
Religion, to enjoy it within your” ſelves, without the Liberty of a 
publick Exerciſe, tilt a Parliament had allowed it; but fince that 
could not be, and that the Artifices of ſome -amongſt you have made 
uſe of the Well-meant Zeal of the Generality to draw them into this 
Miſtake ; I am ſo far from blaming you with that ſharpneſs which, per- 
haps, the Matter in ſtriftneſs would bear, that I am ready toerr on the 
ſide of the more gentle conſtruZtion. | 
There is a great difference between enjoying quietly the adyantages 
of an At irregularly done by others, and the going abont to ſapport 
it againſt the Laws in being: the Law is ſo Sacred, that no Tr 
againſt it is to be Defended ; yet Frailties may in ſome meaſure be Ex- 
cuſed, when they cannot be Juſtified. The deſire of enjoying a Li- 
berty from which men have been ſo long reſtrained, may be a Tempta- 
tion that their Reaſon is not at all times able to reſiſt. ' If in ſuch a 
caſe, ſome Objections are leapt over, indifferent men'will be more in- 
lined to lament the Occaſion, than to fall roo hard upon the Fault, 
whilſt it is covered with the Apology of a good Intention ; but where 
to reſcue your ſelves from the Severity of one Law, you give a Blow 
toall the by which your Religion and Liberty are to be pro- 
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tected ; and inſtead of ſilently TE) the benefit of this Indulgence, 
you ſex up for Advocates to ſupport it, you -become- voluntary Apereſ: 
ſors, and look like Counſel retained /by-the Preragative againſt your 
old Friend Magna Charts, who hath done nothing to deſerve her falling 
thus under your Diſpleaſure. 1 nets F 

If the caſe then ſhonld be, that the Price expected from you for this 
Liberty, is giving up your Right in the Laws, : ſure you will think 
twice, before you go any further in ſuch a loſing Bargain. . After gi- 
ving Thanks for the breach of one Law, you loſe the Right, of Com-+ 
plaining of the-breach of all the reſt; you wilt not very: well know 
how to defend your ſelves, when yon are preſk;d ;' and having given up 
the Queſtion, when it was for your adyaitage, you cannot recall it; 
when it ſhall be to your Prejudice. If you will fet up at one time a 
Power to help you, which at another time by Parity of Reafon ſhall 
be made uſe of ro deftroy:you, . you will neither be-pitied, nor relieved 
againſt a Miſchief youdraw upon your ſelves, by being ſo unreaſonably 
thankful. Ir islike calling in Auxiliaries to help, whoare ſtrong enough 
to ſubdue you : In'ſuch a caſe your Complaints will come too late to be 
heard, and your Sufferings will raiſe Mirth inſtead of Compaſſion. 

If you think, for your excuſe, to expound your Thanks ſo.as to re- 
ſtrain them to this particular cafe, others, for their ends, will extend 
them further; and in theſe differing Interpretations, that which is 
back'd by Anthority will be the moſt likely to prevail; eſpecially when 
by the advantage you have given them, they have in truth the better of 


the Argument, and that the Inferences from your own Concelſli- 


ons are very ſtrong, and expreſs againſt yau. ' This is ſo far from: be- 


- tng a groundlefs Suppolition, that there was a late inſtance of. ic, the 


laſt Seſlion of Parliament, in' the Houſe of Lords, where the firſt 
Thanks, though things of courſe, were interpreted- to be the Appro- 
bation of the King's whole Speech, and a Reſtraint from the further 
Examinationof any part of.it, though never ſo much diſliked z. and it 
was with difficulty obtained, not to be excluded from the liberty of 
objecting to this mighty Prerogative of Diſpenſing, meerly by this ig- 
nocent and uſual piece of good Manners, by which no ſuch thing could 
poſlibly be intended. + 9zT 
This ſheweth, +that ſome bounds are to be put to your good: Brees 
ding, and that the Conſtitution of England is too valuable a thing to be 
ventured upon a Complement. Now that yau have for ſome time enjoy-= 
ed the benefit of the End, it is time for you to look into the--Danger of 
the Means: The ſame Reaſon that made you deſirous to get Liberty,muſt 
make you folicitous to preſerve it : ſo that the next thought will. natu- 
rally be, not to engage your ſelf beyond Retreat,and to agree fo far with 
the Principles of allReligions,as not torely upon aDcathbedRepentance, 
There are certain Periods of time, which being once palt, make all 
Cautions ineffectual, and all Remedies deſperate. Our Underſtandings 
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Foundations upon 
Common Enctny ; 
ſothaciin:Truth, -all-ch and 
ſatisfaftion; it by too good Fortune, 
-you do not deſtroy ir. _ 
+ The Proteſtants have but one Article of Human Strength, to 

e the the Power wes now. againſt 


